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Every year, the Kansas Humane Society 
provides care and services for thousands of 
animals. It’s the stories of love and happiness 
that pets are able to bring to us that reinforce 
our passion, our purpose, our mission. We’d 
like to share a story about how two special 
dogs from KHS have been embedded into the 
hearts of a family for decades.

“My name is Ashley Opliger. I’m twenty-
six years old and have only lived one month 
on this earth without the love and 

companionship of a dog.
In September of 1987, I was born into a 

loving home with a dog, Shanna, who sadly 
passed away when I was only three months 
old. Feeling the emptiness of losing her, my 
mom and I went to the Kansas Humane 
Society. That’s when she saw the perfect “little 
brown puppy,” a sheltie/golden retriever mix 
with reddish-brown fur. My parents woke up 
early Saturday morning and headed to KHS, 
infant in tow. When they arrived, they 

searched but couldn’t find her. They were so 
disappointed and almost left before my mom 
decided to ask about her. To their surprise, the 
“little brown puppy” was still in the back. My 
parents excitedly adopted her and drove away 
with their two little girls. They had no idea 
that that “little brown puppy” would be a part 
of our family for almost twenty years.

a lifetime of love

continued inside >>

story inside >>

- Shaenyn, adopted in September 
2007, smiles for the camera in a 
field of sunflowers

Shayna, 1988 Shayna, 2007 Shaenyn, 2007
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MEET THE NEW LEADERS OF THE PACK
Mark has always had a passion for helping kids and animals. Prior to KHS, Mark worked as the Chief Operations Officer at 

Big Brothers Big Sisters. He received his Bachelor of Science in Education from the University of Oklahoma and his Master’s 
degree in Education from Wichita State University. Since joining KHS in March, he’s seen and is proud of the dedication and 
compassion of the staff and volunteers. “I love the mission of KHS. My goal is to grow and do everything I can to help even 
more animals in the future,” said Mark. He is the proud parent of two children, Brooke and Blake, and a Soft Coated Wheaten 
Terrier, Harley, who he adopted from KHS in 2014.

Mark Eby, President/CEO            meby@kshumane.org

Before KHS, Lynette had a 21-year career in communications and fundraising at Wichita State University. She has a 
Bachelor’s degree in English and Journalism from Emporia State University and just finished her Master’s degree in 
Communication from WSU. As lead for the Development Department at KHS, Lynette is responsible for all private support 
including major gifts, fundraising events, in-kind donations, sponsorships, and stewardship. “The best moment for me is when 
I’m able to pair donors’ dreams with needs at KHS,” said Lynette. She loves to spend time with her husband Dan, two children 
Gabe and Mattie and their 9-year-old Cocker Spaniel Rocky who was adopted from KHS in 2009.

Lynette Murphy, Chief Development Officer     lmurphy@kshumane.org
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STATISTICS: See Our life-saving WORK
TRANSFERRED TO RESCUE

HUMANELY EUTHANIZED
Due to health, behavior, 
and overpopulation.

1,817

2,424

4,590

3,475

END OF LIFE SERVICES
Owner-requested

314

45

SPAY/NEUTER SERVICES
Donor-subsidized, low-cost 
surgeries for qualified owners.

REUNITED WITH OWNER
Pets returned to owners 
through counseling at the 
time of relinquishment.

ADOPTED
Pets that found their forever home 

while receiving care from KHS. 

Thanks to many people and 
support of our community, we 
have made tremendous progress 
over the years.

In 2003, in an outdated facility 
with limited resources, KHS saved 
just 23% of all the unwanted and 
homeless pets who came through 
our doors. In 2009, just before the 
new facility opened, we were 
saving 44%. In 2013 we had a Save 
Rate of 73% and we are saving 
even more lives in 2014.

Generous donors, dedicated 
staff and volunteers, and 
innovative programs such as the 
Let’s Stay Together program 
(funded by Banfield Charitable 
Trust), foster, spay/neuter, and 
dog training have made this 
life-saving work possible.

> FOR MORE, Visit www.kshumane.org/about/statistics

Melissa has been involved with KHS since 1998 as a volunteer, foster parent, and also as a member of the Woofstock 
Committee since 2004. In the spring of 2010, Melissa joined the staff as the Communication Specialist and this spring became 
the Director of Marketing and Communications. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in E-Commerce Management and a Master’s in 
Business Administration. Melissa and her husband are the pet parents of a Bulldog, Beagle, and two cats. “Being involved with 
the growth of KHS over the years has been extremely fulfilling,” said Melissa. “I’m excited to work every day with staff and 
volunteers who are here to help save even more animals.”

Melissa Houston, Director of Marketing & Communications            mhouston@kshumane.org
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Shayna, named in memory of Shanna, 
became my loyal sister. We grew up together. 
We were potty-trained together. We played 
and slept together and took stroller rides in 
the same seat. In 1989 and 1991, my parents 
blessed me with human siblings, Tara and 
Aaron. Shayna was right there to welcome 
them, to love them, and be their friend. We 
talked, laughed, and cried to her. Shayna always 
knew when we were feeling down and had a 
way of always making us feel better. The years 
went by and Shayna began growing older 
faster than us. Her face grayed and her body 
started to weaken. But she kept on living and 
birthdays continued to pass. Shayna turned 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, and our family told people that she 
was “living on love.” Through the hard times, I 
would hold her paw and she would calm me 
down. She embodied the most gentle and 
unconditional love I had ever known.

Shayna went to Heaven one month before I 
turned twenty years old. I believe she held onto 
this life as long as she possibly could for us. 
She knew how dear she was to our hearts and 
words couldn’t express the amount of pain and 

loss we felt when she was gone. I couldn’t 
remember living a single day without her. Our 
family felt so empty.

A month later, in September 2007, my dad 
and I went to KHS to thank them for the 
blessing of almost 20 years with Shayna. To us, 
going back to where we fell in love with her was 
a way to have closure. We shared our story and 
pictures of Shayna with a KHS employee, and 
it brought tears to her eyes. We did check out 
the puppy room but didn’t find a one that 
caught our eye so we continued to check the 
KHS website for potential “pup loves” to 
replace the hole in our hearts.  

One day, my sister Tara saw a precious 
sheltie/corgi/beagle mix named Sarge on the 
website. We knew he was the one and 
immediately called KHS to put him on hold. 
The next day we went and played with him in 
the visiting room. I kept saying, “He’s just a 
little lover, all he wants to do is love.” We 
ecstatically adopted him and changed his 
name to Shaenyn in memory of our beloved 
Shayna. 

Shaenyn instantly captivated our hearts 
with his unique personality and absolute 
“geeminess” (a derivative of the word “geemy” 
– a term our family coined to mean “beckoning 
to be loved on.”) If there was one thing that 
Shaenyn loved most in the world, other than 
his family, it would be tennis balls. There is a 
look of pure joy on his face when he retrieves 

the ball and is running straight back to you. To 
me, it is the closest picture of Heaven I can 
imagine. However, his activity caused him to 
tear his ACL which 
required two knee 
surgeries. For eight 
weeks of recovery, 
our family pushed 
him around in a 
doggy-stroller so 
that he could still 
see and smell the 
outdoors. There is 
nothing we wouldn’t 
do for him for all that 
he has given us. He is 
now seven years old 
and continues to fill 
our hearts with the 
best kind of love.

Shayna and Shaenyn have not been “pets” 
or even “dogs” to us. They are our family and 
we love them with every ounce of our hearts. 
Their love has been the purest love we have 
known on this earth. I can speak for my family 
when we say we are eternally grateful for the 
Kansas Humane Society and the gift of Shayna 
and Shaenyn, a lifetime of love.”

If you have a happy tail, share it with us at 
mhouston@kshumane.org. 

a lifetime of love
>> continued from cover
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Rose Hill Bank employees held a jeans day 
as a fundraiser, and chose KHS as their 

recipient organization.

College Hill Elementary School 
students raising money for KHS 

with a lemonade stand.

Have an old car taking up space in 
your driveway? Donate it!

www.kshumane.org/cardonation

HELPING HANDS Thank you to these, and all 
donors who support KHS!

- Shaenyn, 2013
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Barkley Construction
Bombardier
Chisholm Creek Pet Resort
Mid-Continent Instruments and
   Avionics
The Dermatology Clinic, PA

103.7 KEYN
Alpha Dog Marketing
City Blue Print 
Commerce Bank
Don and Robin LacKamp
Downing & Lahey Mortuary
   East
Hart Pharmacy & Home
   Medical Equipment
itKansas
Jon & Kelly E. Callen
News Radio 1330 KNSS
Power 93.9
Protection One
REMAX Realty Professionals
Sports Radio KFH
Star Flooring & Decoration
Veterinary Emergency &
   Specialty Hospital of
   Wichita
Westar Energy

SIGN UP TODAY AT: www.kshumane.org/woofstock

WOOFSTOCK STAGE ACTIVITIES
Woofstock Welcome

Woofstock Walk

Best Dressed Contest

Live Music

Awards

Doggie Musical Chairs Contest

Woofstock Wrap-Up

 9:30 a.m.  

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

GENERAL ADMISSION 
$5 DONATION TO KHS

VIP ADMISSION 
$25 DONATION TO KHS
1 General Admission & 

VIP Goodie Bag*
with Woofstock 2014 

T-shirt  and more!

KIDS 12 & UNDER FREE!

ALL DAY ACTIVITIES
Shop the day away with over 80 
vendors. Win big at the Silent Auction 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., compete in 
the Ruff Races, satisfy your hunger 
with something delicious at Dog Daze 
Deli, test your dog’s skills with K9 
Nose Work and Rally, or shop the 
Woofstock Souvenir tent. Children 
and pets of all ages can play the day 
away in the Paws & Play Kids Zone.

Sign up and start earning prizes!

Woofstock 2014 T-shirt
Impact: Covers basic vaccinations for 2 pets.

Woofstock Dog Tag
Impact: Provides microchip IDs for 8 pets.

PERSONALIZED Keychain
Impact: Spays/neuters 1 pet in our clinic.

PERSONALIZED Woofstock T-Shirt
Your Impact: Supplies playtime toys for 10 pets.

PERSONALIZED Woofstock Tote Bag 
Impact: Funds medical care for heartworm-positive dogs.

Woofstock Long-sleeve Shirt (500 club)
Impact: Underwrites 10 adult cat adoptions.
Raise $500 or more to gain access to the President’s 
Tent: Enjoy food, drinks, comfy seating, and more!

Woofstock Full-Zip Hoodie (1,000 club)
OR $80 Gift Card to the KHS Store
Impact: Underwrites 5 dog adoptions during special events.

Ceramic Pet Tile of your Pet displayed at KHS
OR $100 Gift Card to the KHS Store
Impact: Provides one week’s veterinary care for 25 pets.

Dinner with KHS CEO/President Mark Eby
Impact: Sustains our pet behavior support programs.

$25

$30

$75

$125

$250

$500

$1,000

$2,500

$5,000

In Memory of
Pumpkin


