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A change drive to save lives
Pennies From Heaven—March 26 - May 4
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Your school can win cool prizes 
and help save lives by participat-
ing in Pennies from Heaven 2012. 

Designed to bring humane education into 
classrooms while raising money for KHS, 
our Pennies from Heaven fundraising drive 
is a great opportunity to bring volunteering 
and charitable giving into your child’s life. 
Collecting spare change to donate to home-
less pets is a unique experience for children 
and one they’ll carry with them forever.

Encourage your child’s class, school, 
scouts or youth group to sign up to col-
lect donations today. In 2011, over 25 
schools and groups raised $11,000 for 
KHS. Our goal for this year is ONE 
MILLION PENNIES. All organizations 
registered by April 27 are entered to win 
a special party with KFDI, a personal 
visit from KHS and our furry friends. 
The school that raises the most will win 

the Pennies from Heaven plaque. Lesson 
plans and more are available for FREE at  
www.kshumane.org. 

NEW! Poster Contest All children 
are invited to enter our first ever poster 
contest. They can create an original 
artwork illustrating how Pennies from 
Heaven helps the lives of our pets for 
adoption. Prizes will be awarded for each 
category (K - 4th Grade, 5th - 8th Grade, 
9th - 12th Grade). 

For more information on Pennies 
from Heaven, visit kshumane.org or con-
tact Bonnie Harrell at 220-8709 or e-mail 
bharrell@kshumane.org. 

Pennies from Heaven 

Presented by KFDI 

Benefit Concert 
with Edens Edge 

Edens Edge, quickly rising in 
country music with their hit single 
“Amen”, will perform a private 
benefit concert at the Kansas 
Humane Society from 6:30-9 p.m. 

on Tuesday, March 20. 

Tickets are just $25 for the show 
only or $35 for the show and 

meet and greet with the band. 
Get yours today at KHS or 

online at kshumane.org
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Spring is arriving in Kansas with warm breezes, blooming 
flowers and the arrival of hundreds of litters of kittens and 
puppies at the Kansas Humane Society. With this year’s 

warm winter and now the blush of spring, we expect to face the 
challenge of finding homes for these animals. Our hope is that 
we will find a happy ending for all these babies, just like we did 
for a little kitten named Lily. 

Lily was part of a litter of kittens given up to the Kansas 
Humane Society late last spring. Her family’s cat was not spayed 
and soon became pregnant, much to their surprise. Unable to 
find homes for the litter of four, they brought the kittens and 
two older male cats to our facility. We quickly began our work 
of finding new families for the six cats. 

•  Basic Kitten Vaccinations 
•  Spay or Neuter Surgery
•  Microchip ID with Tag 
•  Daily cuddling and social interaction
•  Quality food from Hill’s Science Diet 
•  Treatment for fleas and ear mites

Now available for adoption, Lily and the other cats were 
placed on the adoption floor. KHS volunteers played with Lily, 
took her photo and placed it on our website. Her description read 
“I’m a beautiful girl, don’t you think? Just look at my blue eyes! 
I’m not only beautiful, I’m also very sweet and calm. I love being 
held and I’ll even stay by you when you set me down. Wouldn’t 
you love to take me home and have a faithful companion? Hurry 
in soon!” Lily, like the thousands of pets for adoption we care for 
every year, then waited for her future family to arrive. 

Meanwhile, the Mitchell family was grieving the loss of their 
beloved cat, Cookie. 

Nine-year-old Sunshine and 11-year-old Cookie were cat 
companions at the Mitchell residence for seven years. 

“They would play and they got along together real well,” said 
Victoria Mitchell. “My middle sister Nicole was Cookie’s favorite.”

The family started noticing that Cookie was having trouble 

going to the bathroom and, when they took her to their veterinar-
ian, discovered she had blockages in her intestines. 

 “She couldn’t go to the bathroom and you could see that 
she was in a lot of pain, we just had to make the tough decision 
for her,” she said. “We decided that she was in too much pain.”

Adding to the emotional situation, Nicole was in Italy at 
the time and was only able to hear of Cookie’s status via email.

The family was upset, but entertained little thought of adopt-
ing a new cat into their lives. Instead of bringing a new cat into 
the home, they wanted to focus their attention on Sunshine.

However, Sunshine didn’t take losing Cookie very well. 
“The driving force for us adopting a new cat was Sunshine,” 

she said. “He took losing Cookie really hard.”
Sunshine was a plump cat, but after Cookie passed away, he 

began to lose a lot of weight and went through long periods of 
uncharacteristic inactivity. 

“We would leave for a while and, when we came back, you 
could tell he hadn’t moved from his spot,” she said. “He used to 
follow us around everywhere and wait by the door as we left like 
a dog would.”

Three weeks after Cookie passed away, the Mitchells decided 
Sunshine needed a friend. They chose to adopt from the Kansas 
Humane Society and started looking for a suitable new family member.

 “When we came to KHS and met with the animals, it came 
down to two cats,” she said. 

The family had a tough time deciding between two kittens, 
Jazzabell and Lily. Nicole wanted Jazzabell, but the rest of the 
family felt Lily was a better match for Sunshine.

After meeting with the animals, the Mitchells decided to 
adopt Lily.

“We really liked how she came up to play and wanted attention,” 
she said.

The family compromised with Nicole, since she wanted to 
adopt the other kitten, by changing Lily’s name to Jazzabell on 
the way home. The name shortened to Jazzy, which Victoria feels 
is a perfect fit.

“It just describes her, she’s so spontaneous and ornery,” she said.
Slowly, the family started introducing the two cats to each 

other. First they gave each cat their own rooms, and then decided 

Jazzy Brings Light 
    Back to Sunshine

Within the first two days at the  
Kansas Humane Society, the cats received:
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to do a face-to-face encounter.
“At first Sunshine and Jazzy didn’t get along so well,” she said. 
During their first meeting, Sunshine hissed in discontent. 

For the following few days, he hid away around the house.
“It took Sunshine a while to warm up to Jazzy, but they’re 

good friends now,” she said.
Once they were comfortable around each other, Sunshine 

started eating again and acting more like his old self.
From batting a hair tie around underneath a scratching post 

to trying to play with the Wii cursor on the TV, Jazzy’s energy 
provides the family with lots of laughs.

“She climbed on top of our entertainment center and bal-
anced on the edge of it and a cabinet door in order to play with 
the (Wii) curser on the screen” she said.

Now six months after adopting Jazzy, Sunshine has gained 
weight and is back to his normal demeanor. The two cats get 
along great, grooming each other, and even cuddling up for naps.

“Actually it’s more like Jazzy lies on top of Sunshine,” Victoria said.
Jazzy helped the Mitchell family and Sunshine recover from 

the loss of Cookie. 
“I don’t think we could have healed without her in our lives,” 

she said.
In 2011, the Kansas Humane Society saved the lives of 

more than 8,400 homeless pets including Lily, her siblings and 
the original Jazzabell. You can help us save even more lives in 
2012 by adopting a pet today. We’re open seven days a week 
and all of our pets available for adoption can be seen anytime 
at our website kshumane.org

Sunshine and Jazzy
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Does your toddler love books and dogs? 
We have a fantastic Tot Tuesday just for your little reader. 
Join us the first Tuesday of the month 
for our story time program for kids.
We’re excited to have a special guest appearance by Clifford the 
Big Red Dog from the PBS KIDS show CLIFFORD and KPTS. 
Children love the great stories about friendship and caring that 
Clifford and his friends share. Plus they can meet Clifford, enjoy 
story time with him and see some great dogs and cats who need 
loving families. 

Tuesday, April 3 at 10:30 a.m.* 
at the Kansas Humane SocietyMeet Clifford!

*Doors open at 10:15am

Pet Alert Program from Kansas Humane Society

Do you want to adopt from KHS and are looking for a certain breed, age or size pet? Are you seeking 
that perfect Schnauzer or Persian cat? Want to add an extra-large Labrador or tiny hamster to your family?  
Sign up for our FREE Pet Alert Program. Our real time system will automatically email you when an animal 
that meets your specifications is available for adoption at KHS. Get started finding your new best friend 
today at www.kshumane.org/animals/pet-alert-program.php 

•  FREE Suggested Donation  
    of $4/family to Pennies from Heaven
•  Hear a great Clifford story
•  Take a picture with Clifford
•  Pick up a goodie bag
•  Meet KHS pets
•  Have lots of fun!
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Spring Break
Critter Camp for Kids 
Make 2012 a spring break to remember with KHS Critter 

Camp. Our camp, for children ages 7 - 12, is a great way 
to learn about animals and have loads of fun. We’ll play 

games, make crafts focused on basic animal care and safety, learn 
pet training tips, spend time in our veterinary clinic, walk dogs, play 
with cats and more. 

Spring Break Critter Camp 
Enroll online at kshumane.org, in person at KHS, or  
call Bonnie Harrell at 220-8709. 

Monday, March 19 – Friday, March 23 
Fee: $30 per day or $125 for the week (save $25!)

8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.����������������������Morning Session (Ages 7 - 9)
1:30 - 5:00 p.m.��������������������Afternoon Session (Ages 10 - 12 )
All children are asked to bring a jacket and wear sneakers (no flip flops). 

Early registration is encouraged as spaces fill quickly. For 
more information, please contact Bonnie Harrell, Director of Youth 
Education, at bharrell@kshumane.org or call 220-8709.

“Critter Camp taught me not to run up 
to a pet without asking for permission 
to pet it first.” � — Evan, age 12

“I learned that dogs have feelings too.” 
� — Seanna, age 8 ½ 

 “Helping animals is fun! The best part 
of Critter Camp was playing with the 
animals.” � — Paige, age 8

“Critter Camp taught me not to run 
from dogs.” � — Cooper, age 7 

“I love Critter Camp so much!”  
� — Sydney, age 8

Critter Camp!








